THE GIRL
THAT WEARS
THE
COWBOY HAT
A GIRL’S JOURNEY IN THE CATTLE INDUSTRY
BY: LEXI KOELLING, MO
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MEET THE EXHIBITOR

H

i, my name is Lexi Koelling from
Curryville Missouri. I am 14 years old
and my parents are Brock and Michele
Meyer and Nathan Koelling. Most
people recognize me as the “girl that
wears the cowboy hat”.

My parents and I own and operate Meyer Cattle
Company where we have 200 registered Angus
cattle and our family also has a commercial cow/
calf operation consisting of 400 cows where those
calves are retained through our family feedlot
and marketed on the rail. Additionally, we host
an annual bull sale. While Angus cattle are my
passion and are part of my
daily life, if you walk through
our cow herd, you will come
across a few red cows. Those
Shorthorn cattle represent my
background and my initial
start into the showring. Dave
and Josh Greenhorn are great
family friends and those
cows purchased from them
influenced where I am today.

At the age of 8, my step-father, Brock, gave me my
first Angus show heifer. She won many jackpot
shows across Missouri and now is one of my best
donor cows. Her progeny has topped our bull sale
and also won Championship honors at the Missouri
State Fair, Missouri Angus Futurity, and was the
Missouri Show Bull of the year. My family and I
talk a lot about goal setting. Because of that, I talked
to my parents about showing more on the national
level and build my cow herd with the highest quality
cattle. Together, we sought out a heifer that would
help me achieve that goal. We
purchased EXAR Forever Lady
6883 “Melania” from Express
Ranches believing she could
help me achieve my goal.
“Melania” is the female that
changed my life. She taught
me more than just how to
show to win--- she taught me
about life, the value of hard
work and what dedication and
perseverance can accomplish.
She was not the easiest heifer to
feed, or grow hair on—rather
I had to study her daily to
manage her front end and use
a rice root and scrub brush
more than I can ever describe.
But, she won her division at the
National Western Stock Show, Atlantic National in
Baltimore, and her division at the National Junior
Angus Show. She went on to be Reserve Champion
Senior Heifer Calf in the Roll of Victory Angus
Points. That cow won a lot of shows, but she taught
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At the age of 3, I showed my
first heifer, Cupcake--- a bottle
calf that really was not very
good, but you could not tell me
otherwise. I loved showing. My
mom often tells the story about
me standing ringside for hours
watching the different showmen and found my
mentors. People like Sydney Schnoor, Carter Ward,
and Katy Tunstill made a tremendous impression
on me, and I quickly began to mimic their skills—
not only in the showring, but in the show barn as

well. One year, I even dressed up as Sydney Schnoor
for Halloween.
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me how to attempt to win at life. We have a quote in our clipping
room—“Hustle and Heart Will Set You Apart”. I think about that
all the time--- work for what you have and do it all with passion—
like your life depends on it. This year, my showring success has just
expanded—my heifer has found the backdrop at five National Angus
Shows, but it all started with Melania.
While I love the showring—I truly love helping my family on the
farm. Before school, I help chore but also love helping my stepdad put up hay in the summer and work cows. He will never know
(until he reads this) but I am thankful for all the times Brock says
to me, Lexi go do _____________. Even if I don’t know what I am
doing, he builds my confidence to know I can figure it out. I think
this is what makes me different… I don’t just lead my cattle in the
showring, I help with and understand the entire process… breeding,
calving, feeding, and watching the results on the rail. I
know that cattle have to do more than win in the ring
to be successful.
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There is no way I can be successful without the great
people around me encouraging me and helping me. I
want to thank Brock and Michele Meyer, Carter Ward
and the entire Ward family, Preston Graves, and Miles
Shout for all your support and pushing me forward.
My grandfather always tells me to surround yourself
with smart and good people. I know that these people
collectively have helped make me better and I am so
thankful for them. See you at the next show! •
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